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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


I have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  a 
report  on  the  health  of  the  area  and  on  the  work  of  your  health 
services  ^for  the  year  1940. 

The  year  has  not  been  without  its  difficulties  and  it  is  to 
the  credit  of  the  individual  members  of  the  staff  that  in  face 
of  these  difficulties  the  peace  time  activities  of  the  department 
have  been  fully  maintained  and,  indeed,  in  some  directions, 
expansion  has  been  possible. 

The  appointment  of  a consultant  obstetric  surgeon  has 
strengthened  considerably  the  ante  natal  side  of  the  maternity 
services  and  the  extension  of  dental  treatment  facilities  to 
expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  children  under  five  years 
of  age  is  a further  application  of  the  principle  that  facilities 
cannot  be  denied  merely  because  of  an  artificial  division  arising 
from  administrative  arrangements.  The  inadequate  and 
out-of-date  arrangements  for  the  hospital  treatment  of 
expectant  mothers  now  represent  the  principal  administrative 
weakness  in  the  maternity  service. 

The  vital  statistics  follow  expected  lines.  The  marriage 
rate  and  birth  rate  have  both  increased,  whilst  a sharp  rise 
has  occurred  in  the  death  rate.  A number  of  factors  appear 
to  contribute  to  this  rise  the  principal  one  being,  in  all 
probability,  the  occurrence  of  respiratory  disease  in  a period 
of  severe  weather  conditions.  In  addition,  though  the  amount 
of  population  has  not  varied  appreciably,  the  absence  on  active 
service  of  many  of  the  younger  members  has  caused  its 
average  age  to  rise. 

Apart  from  the  sharp  outbreak  of  enteric  fever  and  the 
epidemic  of  measles  there  was  little  of  note  amongst  the 
infectious  diseases.  Air  raid  shelters  were  not  popular  places 
with  the  people  and  not  much  use  was  made  of  these  but 
whether  this  fact  is  related  to  the  relative  absence  of  infectious 
disease  is  not  clear. 
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It  is  likely  that  any  ill  effects  on  the  health  of  the 
inhabitants  as  a result  of  war  time  conditions  will  be  insidious 
in  their  onset  but  so  far  it  may  be  said  that  no  evidence  is 
available  to  show  that  any  material  change  has  occurred  in 
the  health  of  the  population  as  a whole. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

J.  S.  G.  BURNETT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Public  Health  Department, 

Town  Hall, 

Chadderton. 

December,  1941. 
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STAFF. 


Medical  of  Officer  of 

Health:  J.  S.  G.  Burnett,  M.B,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Consultant  Orthopaedic  H.  Poston,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O., 
Surgeon : F.R.C.S.f* 

Consultant  Obstetric  C^,  P.  Brentnall,  M.C.,  M.B., 
Surgeon : . F.R.C.O.G.*  (Resigned  May,  1940) 

R.  Newton,  M.D.,  M.R.C.O.G.* 
(Appointed  May,  1940) 


Anaesthetist : 

* Sanitary  Staff: — 
Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector : 

Assistant  Sanitary 
Inspector : 
Sanitary  Assistant : 

Nursing  Staff : — 
Health  Visitors : 


Orthopaedic  Nurse : 
Dental  Staff: — 
Dentist : 


Dental  Attendant : 


E.  M.  Duthie,  M.B.,  Ch.B.f* 
(Appointed  July,  1940) 

Arnold  Ashworth,  A.R.S.L 

Mr.  Harold  Prenton. 

Mr.  Norman  Bamforth. 

(On  Active  Service) 

Elizabeth  Eleanor  Tudge,  S.R.N., 
S.CM. 

Minnie  Scholes,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 
Evelyn  Jane  Bromley,  C.S.M.M.G.f* 

Frank  Arthur  Walter,  L.D.S.,  R.C.S. 

(Eng.)t*  (On  Active  Service). 
Norman  Wild,  L.D.S.  (Manc.)t* 
Mrs.  May  Buckley.f 


Clerical  Staff : — 
Principal  Clerk: 

Clerks : 


*Part-time  Staff. 


Mr.  Derek  Vivian  Prothero 
(On  Active  Service). 

Miss  Sarah  Barker.f 
Miss  Leonora  Waddington. 

Miss  Joan  Clapham. 

fShared  with  School  Medical  Service. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


TABLE  1. 

Area  (in  Acres)  3,015 

Population  (1931  Census)  27,450 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of  resident  population 

(mid-year,  1940)  (a) 30,480 

(b) 30,480 

Number  of  Persons  per  Acre  10.1 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  at  the  end  of  1940  9,497 

Rateable  Value  £170,090 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £660 


SOCIAL  AND  GENERAL  CONDITIONS. 

UNEMPLOYMENT. 

The  decrease  in  numbers  of  individuals  unemployed,  which 
was  noted  during  1939,  continued  throughout  1940  until,  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  the  number  of  people  registered  as 
unemployed  was  about  one-third  of  that  twelve  months 
previously. 

For  the  present,  unemployment  has  ceased  to  be  a factor 
of  importance  in  public  health. 

WEATHER  CONDITIONS. 

Marked  extremes  of  weather  conditions  were  in  evidence 
between  the  beginning  and  the  close  of  the  first  six  months 
of  the  year.  Bitter  weather,  with  snow  and  frost,  prevailed 
in  the  early  weeks,  whilst  most  of  the  year’s  sunshine  was 
concentrated  in  the  early  part  of  the  summer.  The  relative 
lack  of  sunshine  throughout  the  year  cannot  have  been 
beneficial  to  the  public  health  and  the  vagaries  of  temperature 
and  the  presence  of  fog  must  have  contributed  to  the  increase 
in  the  annual  death  rate. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  main  vital  statistics  for  the  year,  after  correction  for 
inward  and  outward  transfers,  as  furnished  by  the  Registrar- 
General,  are  given  in  Table  2. 


Live  Births : — 

Legitimate  

TABLE 

Total  M. 

477  236 

2. 

F. 

241  j 

* Birth  Rate  per  1,000 

Illegitimate 

7 

5 

2j 

1 of  the  estimated 

Total 

484 

241 

243 

resident  population 

15.8. 

Still  Births  

18 

9 

9 

Rate  per  1,000  Total 

Deaths  , 

441 

221 

220 

(Live  and  Still) 
Births  35. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 

Deaths  from  Puerperal 

Puerperal  sepsis  ... 

causes 

Deaths 

..  nil. 

of  the  estimated 
resident  population 
14.4.* 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still)  births 
nil. 

Other  puerperal  causes  .... 

..  nil. 

nil. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age : — 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 59 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  60 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  73 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  2 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  2 


*1940  adjusted  death  rate  (comparability  factor  1.13)  = 16.27 
POPULATION. 

The  estimated  population  of  the  district  for  the  year  1940 
is  30,480  and  shows  a decrease  of  350  on  the  higher  estimated 
figure  of  the  Registrar-General  for  1939.  Despite  a marked 
increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  the  live  births  exceed  these 
by  43  and  the  impression  is  that  the  decrease  in  population  is 
related  to  war  time  movements  of  population. 
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TABLE  3. 


Year 

Popula- 

tion 

Birth 

Rate 

Crude 

Death 

Rate 

Zymotic 

Death 

Rate 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate 

Cancer 

Death 

Rate 

1912 

28,676 

24.2 

17.0 

1.43 

130 

1.0 

1913 

29,140 

25.0 

13.7 

1.57 

116 

0.6 

1914 

29,512 

24.1 

15.2 

1.86 

101 

1.0 

1915 

27,868 

22.1 

15.4 

1.43 

124 

0.9 

1916 

29,135 

18.6 

14.3 

1.19 

88 

0.9 

1917 

29,315 

16.6 

15.0 

1.14 

86 

1.1 

1918 

28,107 

15.7 

20.6 

0.99 

117 

1.0 

1919 

29,742 

13.3 

13.9 

0.35 

126 

12 

1920 

29,689 

23.2 

11.8 

0.74 

98 

1.2 

1921 

29,380 

20.2 

12.7 

0.57 

104 

1.3 

1922 

29,135 

18.9 

13.5 

.0.64 

66 

1.1 

1923 

29,340 

17.0 

13.7 

0.47 

110 

1.2 

1924 

29,160 

15.1 

10.5 

0.27 

79 

1.4 

1925 

28,810 

15.3 

14.0 

0.59 

no 

1.0 

1926 

27,770 

13.4 

14.0 

0.32 

134 

1.3 

1927 

27,380 

15.7 

13.9 

0.29 

92 

1.2 

1928 

28,100 

12.9 

12.7 

0.21 

74 

1.6 

1929 

28,390 

12.0 

15.7 

0.66 

116 

1.4 

1930 

28,390 

11.7 

12.3 

0.25 

80 

1.6 

1931 

27,750 

12.3 

13.2 

0.18 

78 

1.4 

1932 

27,670 

12.5 

13.3 

0.50 

60 

2.0 

1933 

27,650 

10.8 

13.3 

0.25 

66 

1.3 

1934 

27,420 

13.0 

12.6 

0.36 

61 

1.4 

1935 

27,690 

11.4 

13.6 

0.28 

63 

1.9 

1936 

28,160 

12.3 

13.3 

0.45 

77 

1.8 

1937 

29,510 

14.9 

12.1 

0.30 

68 

1.5 

1938 

30,270 

16.3 

11.3 

0.19 

42 

1.9 

1939 

(a)30,830 

15.6 

11.8 

0.19 

50 

1.7 

1940 

O O 

00  00 

l> 

15.8 

14.4 

0.13 

59 

2.4 
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TABLE 

4. 

Natural  Increase  of  Population. 

1940 

+ 43 

1930  

— 17 

1939 

+117 

1929  

—105 

1938 

+151 

1928  

+ 6 

1937 

+ 82 

1927  

+ 48 

‘ 1936 

— 28 

1926  

— 6 

1935 

•—  61 

1925  

+ 66 

1934 

+ 10  ' 

1924  

+ 134 

1933 

— 68 

1923  

+ 95 

1932 

— 29 

1922  

+ 158  ■ 

1931 

......  — 23 

1921  

+220 

BIRTHS. 

The  number  of  live  births  assigned  to  the  town  was  484 
giving  an  annual  birth  rate  of  15.8  per  1,000  of  the  population, 
a figure  which  maintains  well  the  higher  rates  prevailing  in 
recent  years.  The  corresponding  figure  for  England  and  Wales 
and  for  |;he  group  of  148  Smaller  Towns  was  14.6  and  15.7 
respectively. 

MARRIAGES. 

Marriages  registered  at  the  District  Registry  Office 
totalled  318,  representing  an  increase  of  62  on  the  previous 
year  and  giving  a crude  marriage  rate  of  10.43  per  1,000  of  the 
population. 

DEATHS. 

The  number  of  deaths  recorded  for  Chadderton  was  441 
giving  a crude  death  rate  of  14.4  per  1,000  of  population,  as 
compared  with  14.3  and  12.8  respectively  for  England  and 
Wales  and  the  148  Smaller  Towns.  This  is  the  highest  death 
rate  recorded  since  1929. 

Analysis  of  the  causes  of  death  is  complicated  by  the  new 
classification  of  deaths  which  has  come  into  operation  but 
certain  pertinent  facts  are  apparent.  Fatal  respiratory  infec-  * 
tions,  including  influenza  and  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  were 
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more  than  double  the  figure  for  the  previous  year  and  con- 
stituted little  short  of  a quarter  of  the  total  deaths.  Further- 
more about  60  % of  these  deaths  occurred  in  the  first  quarter 
of  the  year,  a period  when  severe  weather  prevailed  and 
respiratory  disease  was  rife.  Cancer  deaths  amounted  to  73 
and  correspond  to  a rate  of  2.40  per  1,000  of  the  population,  a 
figure  which  is  far  in  excess  of  any  previously  recorded. 
Deaths  amongst  males  preponderated  and  93.15%  of  the  fatal 
cases  were  aged  45  or  over,  whilst  almost  40%  were  aged  65  or 
over.  On  the  other  hand  mortality  from  tuberculosis  has  not 
been  lower  since  records  were  first  kept. 


TABLE  5. 

Age  and  Ward  Incidence  of  Deaths  occurring  in  1940. 

Under  75  and 


Ward 

1 

1- 

2- 

5- 

15- 

25- 

45- 

65- 

upwards 

Total 

North 

..  6 

2 

— 

1 

3 

9 

44 

40 

36 

141 

Central  .... 

..  8 

— 

1 

2 

1 

16 

34 

36 

30 

128 

South  .... 

..  15 

2 

— 

2 

3 

18 

61 

47 

24 

172 

Total 

..  29 

4 

1 

5 

7 

43 

139 

123 

90 

441 

TABLE  6. 

Seasonal  Incidence  of  Deaths  occurring  since  1936. 


Deaths  occurring  during  : — 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

Quarter  ending  31st  March... 

...  123 

121 

94 

113 

165 

Quarter  ending  30th  June  ... 

...  85 

73 

75 

80 

89 

Quarter  ending  30th  Sept.  ... 

...  69 

79 

84 

71 

103 

Quarter  ending  31st  Dec.  ... 

...  98 

85 

90 

99 

84 

Total  

...  375 

358 

343 

363 

441 

The  following  table  shows  the  four  principal  causes  of 
deaths  expressed  as  a proportion  per  1,000  deaths. 
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TABLE  7. 

Cause  of  Death  Proportion  per  1,000  deaths  from  all 

causes 

1940 

1938 

1935 

1930 

1925 

Diseases  of  the  heart  and 
circulatory  system  242 

324 

307 

264 

165 

Bronchitis,  pneumonia  and 
other  respiratory  diseases 
(excluding  influenza)  186 

108 

119 

162 

184 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 165 

163 

138 

131 

75 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  23 

55 

26 

57 

64 

It  is  apparent  that  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation 
continue  as  the  principal  cause  of  death  as  would  be  expected 
when  it  is  remembered  that  more  and  more  we  are  tending  to 
escape  death  at  the  earlier  ages.  This  year  respiratory  diseases 
have  been  exalted  to  second  place  as  a result  of  the 
prevalence  of  respiratory  infection  in  a period  of  severe 
weather.  In  addition  it  may  be  that  the  introduction  of  the 
new  system  of  classification  of  deaths  has  been  responsible  for 
a certain  shift  from  the  first  to  the  second  category.  Climato- 
logical, together  with  industrial  factors,  are  probably  the 
reason,  however,  for  the  local  figures  in  this  group  remaining 
persistently  above  the  national  figures  throughout  the 
complete  fifteen  year  period.  The  cancer  rate  continues  to 
climb  steadily  and  achieves  further  notoriety  this  year  by 
reaching  a local  level  not  attained  before.  Conversely  tuber- 
culosis continues  its  downward  trend  and  is  lower  than  ever. 


The  corresponding  figures  for  England  and  Wales  for  the 
latest  available  period,  viz.  1938,  are  as  follows : — 
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TABLE  8. 

Cause  of  Death 

Proportion  per  1,000 

deaths  from  all  causes 

1938 

1935 

1930 

1925 

Diseases  of  the  heart 

and 

circulatory  system  

327 

295 

245 

177 

Bronchitis,  pneumonia 

and 

other  respiratory  diseases 

(excluding  influenza) 

91 

99 

114 

165 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  

143 

135 

127 

no 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

55 

62 

79 

85 

Deaths  from  the  seven  principal  epidemic  diseases 
amounted  to  4 giving  a record  low  zymotic  death  rate  of  0.13 
per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  low  mortality  from  these 
diseases  in  the  past  three  years  provides  an  encouraging 
figure,  though  it  is  well  realised  that  many  of  the  influencing 
forces  are  outwith  the  control  of  an  urban  district  authority. 


TABLE  9. 

Causes  of  Death  in  Chadderton  during  the  year  1940. 

Causes  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

1. 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers  

— 

— 

2. 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

1 

1 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

4. 

Whooping  Cough  

— 

— 

5. 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

5 

4 

7. 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

— 

1 

8. 

Syphilitic  diseases  

1 

1 

9. 

Influenza  

5 

6 

10. 

Measles  

1 

1 

11. 

Acute  poliomyelitis  and 

polioencephalitis  

— 

— 

12. 

Acute  infectious  encephalitis 

— 

1 

13. 

M. — Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and 

oesophagus  

5 

— 

14 
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Causes  of  Death — continued.  Males.  Females. 

13.  F. — Cancer  of  uterus — 4 

14.  Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 10  6 

15.  Cancer  of  breast  — 8 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites  24  16 

17.  Diabetes  1 3 

18.  Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  12  24 

19.  Heart  disease 43  58 

20.  Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  5 1 

21.  Bronchitis  28  26 

22.  Pneumonia  13  8 

23.  Other  respiratory  diseases  5 2 

24.  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum  4 1 

25.  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  1 1 

26.  Appendicitis  1 2 

27.  Other  digestive  diseases  6 4 

28.  Nephritis  7 9 

29.  Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis  — — 

30.  Other  maternal  causes  — 

31.  Premature  birth  8 3 

32.  Congenital  malformation,  birth 

injury,  infantile  diseases 4 4 

33.  Suicide  1 2 

34.  Road  traffic  accidents  5 1 

35.  Other  violent  causes 11  7 

36.  All  other  causes  14  15 


All  causes 221  220 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS. 

Under  Section  203  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  494  live 
births  and  18  stillbirths  were  notified  during  the  year.  242  of 
these  were  notified  by  midwives,  1 by  a doctor,  248  from 
institutions  and  3 by  a Registrar. 
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GENERAL  ARRANGEMENTS. 

Considerable  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  local  maternity 
and  child  welfare  administrative  scheme  in  recent  years  and 
though  a fulfilment  of  all  the  projected  developments  has  not 
been  possible,  a review  of  the  arrangements  now  prevailing 
seems  indicated. 

Maternity  Services. 

An  “ad  hoc’’  ante  natal  clinic  was  established  in  1938  and 
sessions  are  held  on  every  Monday  except  the  third  of  each 
month. 

In  January,  1940,  a specialist  obstetric  surgeon  attached 
to  the  honorary  staff  of  St.  Mary’s  Hospitals,  Manchester, 
began  regular  monthly  attendances  at  the  ante-natal  clinic 
and  all  cases  attending  are  seen  now  by  him  at  least  once 
during  the  pregnancy. 

Dental  inspection  and  treatment  for  expectant  and 
nursing  mothers  was  made  available  through  the  medium  of 
the  Council’s  dental  service  in  1940. 

By  arrangement  with  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  County  midwives  since  1938  have  attended  the  ante- 
natal clinic  regularly  with  their  cases  and  assist  generally  in 
the  conduct  of  the  clinic. 

In  1939  arrangements  were  completed  with  St.  Mary’s 
Hospital  for  the  servicing  of  this  area  by  an  Emergency 
Maternity  Unit,  whereby  local  practitioners  are  enabled  to 
call  directly  for  the  assistance  of  such  a unit  when  occasion, 
in  domiciliary  midwifery,  demands. 

In  1920  the  Urban  District  Council  entered  into  an  agree- 
ment with  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Manchester,  Avhereby  the 
Council  agreed  to  contribute  £20  per  annum  to  the  funds  of 
the  voluntary  hospital  in  return  for  the  privilege  of  sending 
cases  for  confinement  in  that  hospital.  The  Council  also  con- 
tributes annually  a sum  of  £125  to  the  Manchester  and  Salford 
Charities  Fund  and  in  1940  agreed  to  earmark  £10  from  that 
amount  for  St.  Mary’s  Hospital. 
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Despite  the  unsatisfactory  administrative  arrangements 
prevailing  for  hospital  treatment  of  women  in  labour,  about 
half  the  annual  births  allotted  to  the  district  take  place  in 
hospital,  the  great  majority  of  the  women  being  confined  in 
Boundary  Park  Hospital,  Oldham,  under  arrangements  made 
with  the  Public  Assistance  section  of  the  County  Council.  In 
view  of  the  erection  of  a new  maternity  block  at  this  hospital 
it  is  likely  that  the  number  of  Chadderton  women  confined 
there  will  continue  to  increase. 


TABLE  10. 

Number  of  Chadderton  Births  in  Hospitals. 


Year 

Boundary 

Park 

Municipal 

St.  Mary’s 
Hospital 

Greenacres 

Maternity 

North 

Manchester 

Maternity  Others 

Total 

1933 

Hospital 

78 

13 

Home 

2 

Home 

— 8 

101 

1934 

98 

16 

16 

1 

16 

147 

1935 

105 

7 

16 

5 

15 

148 

1936 

107 

15 

21 

6 

14 

163 

1937 

143 

23 

20 

14 

37 

237 

1938 

146 

16 

29 

12 

35 

238 

1939 

160 

16 

34 

18 

30 

258 

1940 

158 

12 

31 

17 

30 

248 

Maternal  Mortality. 

Fatality  under  this  heading  has  progressively  decreased  in 
the  last  three  years  and  no  death  from  this  cause  was  recorded 
during  1940. 

Ante -Natal  Clinic. 

254  domiciliary  confinements  occurred  in  the  area  during 
1940  and  162  women  attended  the  clinic.  7 women  were 
referred  to  the  out-patient  department  at  St.  Mary’s  Hospital 
for  further  investigation  and  treatment. 

Stillbirths. 

18  stillbirths  were  notified  during  the  year.  4 occurred  in 
domiciliary  practice  and  none  of  these  mothers  had  attended 
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the  Council’s  ante-natal  clinic,  whilst  only  one  had  sought  and 
received  ante-natal  care  from  a family  doctor.  In  addition, 
two  cases  of  “failed  forceps”  were  admitted  urgently  to 
hospital  where  stillbirth  took  place.  One  of  these  cases, 
apparently  had  ante-natal  care  from  a family  doctor,  whilst 
the  other  had  had  no  ante-natal  care. 

The  remaining  twelve  mothers  were  delivered  in  hospital 
and  in  ten  cases  admission  to  hospital  had  been  arranged 
previously  by  the  family  doctor  or  through  a clinic  on  account 
of  some  known  difficulty.  In  three  cases  foetal  life  was  already 
apparently  extinct,  in  two  there  was  intercurrent  disease  in 
the  mother,  in  one  there  was  foetal  developmental  abnormality, 
in  three  there  was  apparent  disproportion  and  in  one  placental 
abnormality. 

Post-Natal  Services. 

No  special  service  is  provided  for  cases  coming  within 
this  category  but  it  has  become  the  practice  for  the  obstetric 
surgeon  to  see  at  the  ante-natal  sessions  post-natal  cases 
requiring  advice  and  10  women  were  thus  seen  during  the 
year. 

Child  Welfare  Services. 

Two  sessions  are  held  weekly  at  each  of  the  two  welfare 
clinics.  Artificial  sunlight  therapy  has  been  available  for 
young  children  since  1929  and  two  treatment  sessions  for  this 
purpose  are  held  weekly.  In  1940  provision  was  made  for 
dental  therapy  in  children  under  school  age.  Orthopaedic 
treatment  has  been  available  since  1927  and  two  sessions  are 
held  at  the  Central  Clinic  every  month.  Hospital  treatment 
at  Biddulph  Orthopaedic  Hospital  is  available  through  this 
scheme. 

No  other  facilities  exist  for  the  hospital  treatment  of 
children  under  school  age  except  that  implied  in  the  annual 
grant  made  to  the  Manchester  and  Salford  Charities  Fund. 

Infant  Mortality  and  Neo-Natal  Mortality. 

In  conjunction  with  the  increased  rates  for  England  and 
Wales  and  the  Smaller  Towns,  infant  deaths  at  29  showed  an 
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increased  rate  of  59  per  1,000  live  births.  The  appropriate  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  was  55  and  for  the  148  Smaller  Towns 
was  54. 

10  of  the  deaths  occurred  after  the  first  four  weeks  of 
separate  existence  and  at  least  9 of  these  were  the  result  of 
infection  by  organisms. 

19  of  the  deaths  occurred  within  the  neo-natal  period  of 
which  11  were  ascribed  to  prematurity  and  two  to  congenital 
defects.  15  of  the  deaths  occurred  within  the  first  week  of  life. 


Cause  of  Death 

1 

day 

TABLE  11 

1-7  1-4 

days  weeks 

1-3  3-6  6-12 

months  months  months  Total 

Prematurity  

6 

5 

— 

— 

— 

11 

Pneumonia  

__ 

_ 

— 

— 

2 

1 

3 

Meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Bronchitis 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Marasmus  

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Enteritis  

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

Measles  

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Congenital 

Heart  Disease 

1 

1 

Icterus  Neonatorum 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Asphyxia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Abscess  of  Thigh  

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

__ 

1 

Congenital 
pyloric  stenosis  

— • 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  

9 

6 

4 

3 

5 

2 

29 

19 

10 

It  may  be  noted  here  that  the  infant  mortality  rate  has 
decreased  from  101  per  1,000  live  births  in  1914  to  59  in  1940, 
whereas  the  neonatal  rate  in  the  same  period  shows  an 
insignificant  reduction  from  43  to  39  per  1,000  live  births. 

It  would  seem  that  the  efforts  of  the  service  must  con- 
tinue to  be  concentrated  on  attempts  to  improve  maternal 
nutrition,  to  obtain  maternal  freedom  from  anxiety  and  to 
provide  comprehensive  ante-natal  care  for  all  expectant 
mothers. 
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Infectious  Diseases  in  Mothers  and  Children. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Two  cases  were  notfied  under  the  regulations,  one  being 
admitted  to  hospital  for  treatment.  Recovery  took  place  in 
both  instances. 

Pemphigus  Neonatorum. 

No  case  was  brought  to  our  notice  during  the  year. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Four  cases  were  notified,  two  of  which  were  transferred 
to  hospital  for  treatment.  All  recovered  without  subsequent 
impairment  of  vision. 

Other  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  number  of  cases  occurring  and  deaths  from  infectious 
diseases  are  shown  in  Table  12. 

TABLE  12. 

0-1  year  1-5  years 

Disease  Cases  Deaths  Cases  Deaths 


Diphtheria  — — 3 — 

Scarlet  Fever — — 10  — 

Pneumonia  13  2 — 

Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  — — 3 — 

Whooping  Cough  8 — 58  — 

Measles  13  1 279  1 


PROVISION  OF  MEALS  AND  MILK. 


A new  improved  income  scale  for  necessitous  families  was 
introduced  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

5,301  lbs.  of  dried  milk  were  disposed  of,  638  packets  being 
supplied  without  charge  to  the  recipient. 

Child  Life  Protection. 

No  legal  proceedings  were  found  necessary  in  respect  of 
this  important  work,  particulars  of  which  are  given  below. 

TABLE  13. 

Number  of  persons  on  the  Register  who  were  receiving 


children  for  reward  at  the  end  of  the  year  6 

Number  of  children  on  the  Register : — 

(i)  at  the  end  of  the  year 6 

(ii)  who  died  during  the  year  — 

(iii)  on  whom  inquests  were  held  during  the  year  — 

Number  of  visits  made  during  the  year  32 
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TABLE  14. 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

CHILD  WELFARE  CLINICS. 

No.  of  children  who  attended  for  the  first 
time  during  the  year  and  who,  on  the 
date  of  their  first  attendance  were  : — 

(i)  under  1 year  of  age  

377 

431 

363 

381 

(ii)  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years 

71 

65 

43 

88 

Percentage  of  notified  births  represented 
by  the  number  of  children  who  on  the 
date  of  their  first  attendance  were 
under  1 year  of  age  

84.5 

83.2 

72.6 

80.0 

Number  who  attended  and  at  the  end 
of  the  year  were  : — 

(i)  under  1 year  of  age  

295 

361 

324 

278 

(ii)  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years 

544 

642 

638 

536 

Number  of  attendances  by  children  : — 

(i)  under  1 year  of  age  

5921 

9058 

6888 

6270 

(ii)  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years 

5734 

7303 

6144 

4496 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS. 

Number  of  expectant  mothers  attended 

203 

190 

119 

162 

Number  of  attendances  by  expectant 
mothers  

621 

659 

393 

443 

Percentage  of  total  notified  live  and  still 
births  represented  by  the  number  of 
expectant  mothers  who  attended  the 
Ante-Natal  Clinics  

43.3 

34.8 

21.0 

30.5 

GYNECOLOGICAL  AND  POST-NATAL 
CLINICS. 

Number  of  mothers  attended  

283 

23 

10 

10 

Number  of  attendances  

293 

35 

11 

24 

HEALTH  VISITING. 

(i)  To  expectant  mothers  First  visits 

214 

187 

212 

205 

Total  visits 

400 

374 

370 

366 

(ii)  To  children  under  1 

year  of  age  First  visits 

508 

523 

492 

463 

Total  visits 

2895 

3629 

2922 

3098 

(hi)  To  children  between 
the  ages  of  1 and  5 
years  Total  visits 

4426 

4792 

3842 

4457 

21 


i 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  year  1940  was  noteworthy  for  an  outbreak  of  measles 
in  the  first  half  of  the  year  and  for  a small  outbreak  of 
paratyphoid  fever  associated  with  a focus  of  infection  in  a 
neighbouring  town. 

Mortality  from  infectious  disease  was  very  low  and  no 
death  occurred  from  diphtheria,  scarlet  fever,  enteric  fever, 
whooping  cough,  puerperal  infections  or  smallpox. 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  in  each 
year  since  1912  is  shown,  classified  according  to  the  particular 
disease  in  Table  17,  whilst  the  ward  incidence  of  certain  of  the 
notifiable  diseases  during  each  of  the  last  ten  years  is  shown 
in  Table  19.  The  number  of  deaths  from  certain  diseases 
occurring  in  each  year  since  1912  is  shown  in  Table  18. 

SMALLPOX. 

No  case  of  this  disease  occurred  during  the  year. 
SCARLET  FEVER. 

Scarlet  fever  continued  to  be  endemic  in  the  area  and  43 
cases  were  notified  most  of  which  occurred  in  the  period 
August  to  November.  The  disease  continued  to  be  mild  in 
character  and  for  the  fifth  successive  year  no  death  occurred. 
51.2%  of  the  cases  were,  at  the  request  of  family  practitioners, 
admitted  to  hospital. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

The  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria  con- 
tinued in  1940  and  11  definite  cases  only  were  notified.  All  the 
cases  were  treated  in  hospital  and  for  the  first  time  since  1932 
no  fatality  from  this  disease  occurred. 

Comparative  attack  rates  and  death  rates  are  shown  in 
Table  15. 
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Year 

Chadderton 

TABLE  15. 

Attack  Rate : — 
England  and  Wales 

Smaller  Towns 

1938 

1.91 

1.58 

1.53 

1939 

0.62 

1.14 

1.16 

1940 

0.36 

' 1.16 

1.21 

1938 

0.165  • 

Death  Rate : — 

0.07 

0.06 

1939 

0.065 

0,05 

0.04 

1940 

0.00 

0.06 

0.05 

It  was  found  impossible  to  devote  serious  attention  to 
diphtheria  immunisation  until  the  last  quarter  of  the  year 
when  a new  drive  was  inaugurated  and  158  pre-school  and  169 
school  children  were  inoculated.  At  the  close  of  the  year  2,550 
children  had  been  inoculated  through  the  Council’s  scheme 
started  in  November,  1936. 

This  new  campaign  has  been  continued  during  the  current 
year  and  has  been  greatly  helped  by  the  national  propaganda 
in  the  press  and  by  broadcast.  It  is  considered  that  a full 
report  on  the  position  of  diphtheria  and  diphtheria  immunisa- 
tion would  be  given  more  appropriately  in  the  next  report  and 
in  the  meantime  the  subject  might  be  left  with  the  statement 
that  the  labours  involved  are  justified  by  the  relative  absence 
of  diphtheria. 


ENTERIC  FEVER. 

A sharp  attack  of  paratyphoid  B fever  occurred  during 
April.  The  outbreak  was  not  confined  to  Chadderton  and  22 
cases  occurred  of  which  11  were  resident  in  this  area.  The 
outbreak  appeared  to  result  from  the  consumption  of  con- 
fectionery handled  by  an  infected  person  and  subsided  quickly 
coincident  with  the  taking  of  administrative  action. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

Number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified,  number  of  deaths  from  these  diseases,  number  of 
cases  removed  to  hospital,  and  deaths  in  hospital  during  the  year  1940. 
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Of  the  11  cases  occurring  within  the  area,  8 were  formally 
notified,  2 were  diagnosed  in  a general  hospital  outside  the 
area  and  one  was  not  diagnosed  at  the  time  of  her  mild  illness 
but  was  later  discovered  in  the  course  of  routine  work  and 
investigated. 

The  disease,  in  the  main,  was  fairly  mild  in  character  and 
all  of  the  cases  recovered. 

PRIMARY  AND  INFLUENZAL  PNEUMONIA. 

32  cases  of  primary  and  influenzal  pneumonia  were  notified 
during  the  year,  3 of  whom  died.  21  deaths  were  recorded 
from  all  forms  of  pneumonia  of  which  8 which  could  be  classi- 
fied reasonably  as  either  primary  or  influenzal  pneumonia, 
were  either  notified  from  a hospital  in  a neighbouring  area  or 
were  not  notified.  It  might  reasonably  be  assumed  that  40 
cases  of  notifiable  pneumonia  had  their  origin  in  this  area  and 
that  11  deaths  occurred. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

Four  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  of  which  two 
required  treatment  in  hospital.  All  the  cases  recovered  without 
vision  being  impaired. 

ERYSIPELAS. 

Six  cases  of  erysipelas  occurred,  one  being  treated  in 
hospital.  No  death  occurred. 

CHICKEN  POX. 

199  cases  of  chicken  pox,  mostly  mild  in  character  were 
brought  to  our  notice  chiefly  through  the  medium  of  visits 
made  by  health  visitors  and  school  nurses.  All  of  the  cases 
were  nursed  at  home  and  no  death  occurred. 

MEASLES. 

A fairly  severe  epidemic  of  measles  made  its  appearance 
first  in  the  Central  Ward  in  the  last  few  days  of  1939.  Cases 
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were  confined  to  this  area  for  some  time  but  the  epidemic 
gradually  spread  to  the  whole  district,  reaching  its  height  in 
April  and  May.  Through  the  courtesy  of  Professor  W.  W.  C. 
Topley,  of  the  Medical  Research  Council,  a supply  of  adult 
-serum  was  obtained  from  the  Oxford  Laboratory  and  made 
available,  free,  on  request,  to  all  practitioners.  Little  use, 
however,  was  made  of  the  facility  except  by  one  firm  of 
practitioners.  In  all,  618  cases  of  measles  were  notified  during 
the  year.  The  disease  was  largely  mild  in  character  and 
admission  to  hospital  took  place  in  one  case  only.  Two  deaths 
from  the  disease  occurred. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

102  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  during  the  year. 
No  case  sought  admission  to  hospital  and  no  death  occurred. 

CEREBRO  SPINAL  FEVER. 

Three  cases  of  cerebro  spinal  fever  were  notified  during 
the  year  of  whom  two  died.  The  area  largely  escaped  the 
epidemic  which  affected  the  country  during  the  year,  but  the 
number  of  deaths  was  disappointingly  high. 

ACUTE  POLIOMYELITIS. 

Two  cases  occurred  in  the  pre-school  child  group.  Both 
cases  survived. 

DYSENTERY. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  outbreak  of  paratyphoid  fever, 
four  children  in  one  family  were  seen  in  consultation  with  the 
family  doctor  and  proved  to  be  suffering  from  B dysenteria 
Flexner  X infection.  A case  of  B dystenteria  Flexner  Y was 
also  notified  during  the  summer.  All  five  cases  had  a fairly 
mild  form  of  illness  and  all  recovered. 

PUERPERAL  SEPSIS. 

Two  cases  occurred,  one  being  admitted  to  hospital.  Both 
cases  recovered. 
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TABLE  18. 

NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  FROM  CERTAIN  DISEASES. 
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ACUTE  POLIOENCEPHALITIS  AND  ACUTE 
ENCEPHALITIS  LETHARGICA. 

No  case  of  these  diseases  was  notified  during  the  year. 
TUBERCULOSIS.' 

A distinct  drop  in  the  number  of  cases  notified  took  place 
during  the  year  and  the  number  of  deaths  was  little  more  than 
half  that  of  the  previous  year.  The  reduction  in  cases  and  in 
deaths  was  confined  to  the  male  sex  and  though  the  reason 
for  this  is  not  clear  the  cause  may  be  related  to  the  departure 
from  the  district  of  many  men  in  the  age  groups  most 
susceptible  to  tuberculosis. 

The  number  of  new  cases  notified  and  the  number  of 
deaths  from  this  disease  are  shown  in  Table  20  and  the  nature 
of  the  occupation  of  each  of  those  who  died  is  shown  in  Table 

21. 


Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  action  under  the  above 
regulations  during  the  year. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925.  Section  172. 

No  action  was  taken  under  this  section  during  the  year. 
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TABLE  19. 

WARD  INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  SINCE  1930. 


Cases  Notified  and  Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  1940. 


NEW 

Pulmonary 

TABLE  20. 

CASES 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

DEATHS 

Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

Ages. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

0-1 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— . 

— — 

1-5 

— 

— 

2 1 

— 
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— . — 

5-10 

^ — 
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2 2 

— 

— 

— — 

10-15 

— 

1 

— 1 

— 

— — 

15-20 

1 

— 

2 

1 

— — 

20-25 

— 

4 

--  1 

— 

1 

— 1 

25-35 

3 

2 

1 — 

2 

1 

— — 

35-45 

2 

1 

— — 

— 

1 

— — 

45-55 

1 

2 



— 

— 

— — 

55-65 

2 

1 



1 

— 

— — 

65  and 

over 

9 

11 

5 5 

5 

4 

— 1 

20 

10 

9 

1 

TABLE  21. 

Occupations  of  Persons  who  Died  from  Tuberculosis 

Sex 

Age 

during  1940. 

Occupation. 

Female 

16 

Telephone  Switchboard  Operator. 

Female 

22 

No  occupation. 

Female 

24 

No  occupation. 

Female 

28 

Housewife. 

Female 

42 

Cotton  operative. 

Male 

16 

Hand  Bag  Maker. 

Male 

19 

Aircraft  Worker. 

Male 

27 

Iron  worker. 

Male 

31 

No  occupation. 

Male 

6r 

......  , Cotton  Spmner' 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

As  a result  of  a decision  of  the  Oldham  County  Borough 
Council  the  water  supplies  from  that  area  are  now  subject  to 
chlorination.  Only  the  piped  supply  from  the  Middleton  and 
Heywood  Water  Board  remains  unchlorinated. 

Three  samples  of  tap  water  from  the  Oldham  supply  were 
subjected  to  bacteriological  examination  and  a copy  of  the 
analyst’s  report  on  a sample  of  water  taken  in  the  area  by  the 
Officers  of  the  Middleton  and  Heywood  Water  Board  was 
received.  The  results  obtained  from  these  samples  were  highly 
satisfactory. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

New  Street  Works. 

420  yards  of  roadway  were  adopted  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Private  Street  Works  Act,  the  area 
mainly  affected  being  Tudor  Avenue. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

13  waste  water  closets  were  converted  during  the  year, 
whilst  4 waste  water  and  18  pail  closets  were  eliminated  as  a 
result  of  the  completion  of  Clearance  Schemes. 

817  stoppages  of  waste  water  closets  were  reported, 
representing  25.58%  of  the  total  number  of  this  type  as  against 
66  stoppages  of  fresh  water  closets  representing  0.93%.  In 
addition  443  drains  were  cleared. 


No.  of 

TABLE 

No.  of 
closets 
No.  of  demol- 

22. 

Erected 

No.  of 
W.Cs. 
fixed  in 
houses, 

Con- 

No. of 

Type  of  Closet 

closets 

closets  ished  at 

for  new 

clubs,  etc. 

verted 

closets 

1938 

1939  Clearance 

Buildings 

additional 

1940 

1940 

Pail  Closets...., 

..  365 

Areas, 

1940 

359  18 

MM* 

to  con- 
versions 

341 

Waste  Water 

Closets 

,.  3124 

3121  4 

— 

— 

13 

3104 

Fresh  Water  

Closets 

..  6512 

6747  3 

84 

28 

13 

6869 

Total 

10,001 

10,227  25 

84 

28 

13 

10,314 
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SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

18  observations  were  made  during  the  early  part  of  the 
year  and  statutory  notices  were  served  in  two  cases.  Subse-, 
quently,  smoke  abatement  work  had  to  be  suspended  as  a 
result  of  the  policy  of  increased  smoke  production  dictated  by 
war  needs. 

SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS. 

The  swimming  baths  were  re-opened  in  May,  1940,  and  it 
was  seen  immediately  that  swimming  had  lost  none  of  its 
appeal  during  the  eight  months  that  the  baths  had  been  closed. 

For  the  remainder  of  the  year  14,367  attendances  were 
made  by  elementary  and  secondary  school  children  as  part  of 
their  organised  training. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

Three  Council  and  13  other  houses  were  disinfested  during 
the  year,  15  of  these  being  dealt  with  under  contract  by  the 
hydro  cyanide  method. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION. 

The  following  table  furnished  «by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
gives  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  inspectorate 
staff. 
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TABLE  23. 

Summary  of  Work  Done. 

No.  of  Investigations  made  in  Notifiable  diseases  212 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  served  28 

No.  of  informal  Notices  served  731 

No.  of  houses  disinfected  97 

No.  of  houses  disinfested  16 

No.  of  Pail  Closets  converted  to  Fresh  Water  Closets — 

No.  of  Waste  Water  Closets  converted  to  Fresh  Water 

Closets  ■ 13 

No.  of  visits  to  Factories  ; 73 

No.  of  visits  to  Slaughter  Houses,  Butchers’  Shops,  and 

places  where  food  is  prepared  for  sale  570 

No.  of  visits  to  Farms  20 

No.  of  Milk  Samples  examined  (Biologically)  63 

No.  of  Smoke  Observations 18 

No.  of  houses  inspected  and  recorded  (Housing  Con- 
solidated Regulations)  , 137 

No.  of  premises  licensed  for  Storage  of  Petroleum  42 

No.  of  premises  licensed  for  Storage  of  Carbide  of  Calcium  2 

No.  of  families  displaced  from  Clearance  Areas 27 

No.  of  complaints  dealt  with  under  Rats  and  Mice 

Destruction  Act 15 

No.  of  nuisances  arising  from  blocked  closets  abated 883 

No.  of  nuisances  arising  from  blocked  drains  abated  443 

No.  of  families  transferred  from  Clearance  Areas  26 

No.  of  visits  under  Shops  Act,  1934 52 

Amount  of  Foodstuffs  destroyed  792  lbs. 
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HOUSING. 


TABLE  24. 

No.  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year : — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under 


(b)  84 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority — 

(ii)  By  other  Local  Authorities  — 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  and  persons  84 


(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts : — 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  (included  under  (a) 

(i)  above) 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  (included  under 

(a)  (iii)  above)  

1.— INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING-HOUSES 
DURING  THE  YEAR 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 
for  Housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 


or  Housing  Acts)  854 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that 

purpose  902 

(2)  (a)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  Sub- 
head (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 

Regulations,  1925  137 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that 

purpose  208 


(3)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  — 

(4)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  Sub-head  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation)  713 

2.— REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  WITHOUT 
SERVICE  OF  FORMAL  NOTICES:— 

No.  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers 692 
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3.— ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  THE 
VEAR 

A.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling  house's  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  — 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices : — 

(a)  By  owners  — 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  — 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  26 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices : — 

(a)  By  owners  24 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  2 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936 : — 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 27 

D.  — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936 

(1)  Number  of  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit Nil 

HOUSING  ACT,  1936,  PART  IV— OVERCROWDING 

A.  (i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  overcrowded  at 

the  end  of  the  year  56 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  58 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  375 

B.  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year 3 

C.  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year 56 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  330 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  number  of  dairy  farms  in  the  area  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  28,  these  possessing  some  400  cows.  One  of  these 
farms  is  licensed  to  produce  and  bottle  accredited  milk.  Two 
dealers’  licences  to  distribute  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  were 
issued  during  1940,  as  were  15  licenses  in  respect  of  the  dis- 
tribution of  Pasteurised  Milk. 

Bacteriological  examination  of  62  samples  of  milk  was 
carried  out  and  five  or  8.1%  of  these  were  found  to  contain 
tubercle  bacilli. 

26  samples  or  42%  failed  to  pass  a standard  of  not  more 
than  200,000  bacteria  per  c.c.  and  no  coliform  bacilli 
in  1/100  c.c. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1926,  AND  THE  MILK  (SPECIAL 
DESIGNATION)  ORDERS,  1936  AND  1938. 

Details  of  registration  and  licensing  are  shown  in  Table  25. 
TABLE  25. 

Dairy  Farms  

Diarymen  and  shopkeepers  registered  as  retail  purveyors 
Farmers  and  Dairymen  from  out-districts  registered  as 

retail  purveyors  in  Chadderton  

Shops  licensed  to  sell  Pasteurised  Milk  

Vendors  licensed  to  sell  Pasteurised  Milk 

Dairymen  from  out-districts  licensed  to  sell  Tuberculin 
Tested  Milk  (Certified) 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

During  the  year  570  visits  were  paid  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  to  slaughter  houses,  meat  shops,  bakehouses  and 
places  where  food  is  prepared  for  sale.  Six  slaughter  houses 
were  licensed  but  the  provision  of  the  new  Order  of  the 
Ministry  of  Food  has  made  it  that  the  slaughter  of  animals 
destined  for  human  consumption  in  Chadderton  should  be 
carried  out  at  a slaughter  house  outside  the  district. 


28 

79 

53 

14 

2 

2 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Foods. 


The  following  foodstuffs  were  surrendered  during  the 


year : — 

One  Cow 560  lbs. 

Offal  127  lbs. 

Beef  70  lbs. 

Bacon  11  lbs. 

Tinned  Meat  4 lbs. 

14  Rabbits  20  lbs. 


792  lbs. 


CHEMICAL  AND  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  FOOD. 


Sampling  of  foodstuffs  was  carried  out  during  part  of  the 
year  in  the  ordinary  way  and  the  samples  indicated  below  were 
found  on  analysis  to  be  genuine. 


Number  of  Sample 

TABLE  26. 

s.  Name  under  which  sold. 

15  

Milk. 

1 

Damson  Jam. 

1 

Lard  Substitute. 

1 

Dutch  Cheese. 

1 

Cocoa. 

1 

Tinned  Salmon. 

1 

Tea. 

1 

Sulphur. 

1 

Epsom  Salts. 

1 

Camphorated  Oil. 

1 

Olive  Oil. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  it  was  arranged  that  sampling 
under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  would  be  carried  out  in  future 
by  officers  of  the  County  Public  Health  Department  and  one 
County  Sanitary  Officer  with  the  active  co-operation  and 
assistance  of  the  local  sanitary  staff  now  undertakes  the  work. 
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